Hg° Mercury is a silvery liquid called
Hydrargyrum or water silver by ancient
Greeks, and quicksilver today. It is a naturally
occurring element, #80, that is liquid from -
39° Cto 357°C (-38°F to 674°F). A bucket of
mercury weighs as much as 13 an a half
buckets of water. It’s density is 13.5. It was
produced here by heating cinnabar to over
1,100°F, then cooling the mercury vapor gas
to less than 675°F.

Uses:

Mercury is used to extract gold and silver
from rock, in barometers, thermometers,
blood pressure gages, switches, and mirrors.

Toxicology:

Liquid mercury is not very dangerous, but
breathing the vapors can cause drooling,
dullness, diarrhea, tooth loss, and heart

problems.

Not bioreactive

Famous Compounds of mercury NOT found
in New Almaden

“Mad Hatters” Poison
Hg(NO3)2 Mercury Nitrate was used in making

hats. It was absorbed through the skin causing drooling,
shaking, and tipsy walking.

Hg2CI2 Calomel was used as a toothpaste, a purgative,
a diuretic, a skin lightener, and as a cure for syphilis. Itis
toxic, and causes a burning, itching rash.

Hg(ONC), Mercury Fulminate is
highly explosive. It is used to make fuses for bullets, and
bombs.

Bioreactive

Compounds not found in New Almaden



