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The Friends of Los Alamitos Watershed 

 

Mission Statement 

 

Mercury is one of the top water and fish contamination issues in California and 
in the nation. The San Francisco Bay Area is among the world's most significant 

areas of environmental mercury concern and science. Public outreach is a 
consistent challenge for government and non-government agencies and working groups. 

 

FOLAW, a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation was founded in 2008. The missions for which this corporation was 
organized are: 

1) to foster the creek protection and restoration of the Los Alamitos watershed surrounding New Almaden; 

2) to promote community awareness of creek restoration and protection issues through the use of outreach 
demonstrations programs; 

3) to share educational research information; and 

4) to support community and/or public agency creek projects where they are the most significant of the total 
community benefit. 
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Background 
LOS ALAMITOS WATERSHED STEWARDSHIP GRANT 

Project Description  

FOLAW is concerned that the latest environmental information about mercury is not readily available 
in an easy-to-understand format, especially the latest findings concerning the different chemical compounds 
of mercury and the potential impacts of these compounds to the environment and to human health. Our goal 
is to educate residents of the Los Alamitos Watershed and to present the environmental issues in a non-
advocacy and neutral manner. FOLAW also believes that better interpretive information and distribution 
pathways will help residents and users of the watershed better understand the issues and how to support 
successful studies, plans, and projects for watershed protection.  
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• Educational Outreach Interpretive Signs 

In recognition that the public may not know the impact of mercury on their health and the environment, these signs 
will specifically address the current scientific issues involved in the health of humans, animals, birds and fish. We will 
design, manufacture and install several science-based interpretive signs in cooperation with the Santa Clara County Parks 
and Recreation Department.  

The following proposed interpretive signage topics have been adopted for drafts mockups: 
 1. Mercury Compounds 
 2. Why is methylemercury in our fish? 
 3. How did/does mercury get to New Almaden? 
 4. How can we reduce the amount of mercury compounds in the Los Alamitos Watershed? 
  
 Future Signs 
 5.  The World of Mercury 
 6.  Sources  

  

 

Project Overview 

Objectives  
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         The following final interpretive signage topics have been adopted: 

The  following 3 sets of double sided signs are designed: 

Set I - Panel A – Sign 1- HOW DOES MERCURY GET TO HERE? with  
                 Panel B   – Sign 2 – WHY IS METHYL MERCURY IN OUR FISH? 

 

Set II  Panel C – Sign 3 – TODAY’S METHODS WE USED TO REDUCE METHYL MERCURY IN OUR WATERSHED? Pt1 with 

    Panel D - Sign 3 – TODAY’S METHODS WE USED TO REDUCE METHYL MERCURY IN OUR WATERSHED? P1 continued 
 

Set III  Panel E – Sign 4 – MERCURY & COMPOUNDS OF MERCURY with 
                                Panel F – Sign 5 - WHY MERCURY AND IT’S COMPOUNDS IS A CONCERN? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Interpretive Mercury Signs 
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[Type a quote from the document or the 
summary of an interesting point. You 

can position the text box anywhere in the 
document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to 
change the formatting of the pull quote 

text box.] 
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Interpretive sign display selected  location  
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Specific Location of Project 

Educational Outreach Signs 

 Interpretive  signs will be 
installed inside the Hacienda parking  
lot. They will be located at the south 
west side picnic area next to the 
entrance to  the overflow parking. The 
location has been approved by Senior 
Ranger Bill Burr of the  Santa Clara 
County Park department.  

The site is in an excellent viewing 
location that is next to the Hacienda 
Trail head where the Deep Gulch and 
Mine hill trails begin. 

While not part of this project, these 
signs could also be installed near other 
county facilities, such as Almaden Lake, 
Almaden Reservoir, the New Almaden 
Community Club and other public  
areas in the county.  

 

 

         Site is located near: 
-The new restrooms 
-Near the street entrance 

and water trough and 
drinking fountain   

- North west shade area 
and entrance to the 
overflow parking lot. 
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Site Location 
Givens 

 
1) Construction work will affect the timing of the mounting of 

the signs. 
 a. Deep Gulch Remediation Project 
 b. New Restrooms 

2) Sign location is based on present layout before 
construction. 

3) Additional features such as water fountain, extra benches 
and covers     
   may be added later. 

4) FOLAW's support for additional features will depend on the 
amount of  funds left over after cost of design, manufacturing 
and mounting. 

5) Volunteers may do the work to weld, construct and install 
the display 

6) Signs need to be placed in an area where park users can 
see them. 
7) Project was recognized during the Coastal CleanUp 

Celebration on September 15, 2012.  
8. A sponsoring sign indicating support from the County 
Parks, FOLAW and Santa Clara Water District needs to be 

posted near the project.  
9. These interpretive signs are intended not to make the 

Hacienda Parking lot a destination site. 
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Aerial View of  Hacienda Parking 
Lot and sign project location 

 
 
Present location of a shade  structure, 

split rail fence and picnic area.  
 

The interpretive signs will be located 
near the original site where the first 
mercury was discovered in New 

Almaden .  
 

The location is close to trail heads. 
  
. 

 

Mercury Interpretive Sign Layout  

 

South West  Picnic Area 
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Deep Gulch Creek  

New Three Panel Six 

Double-Sided Kiosk Display  

Driveway 

Creek 
Crossing 

Existing shade structure 

Site Layout Design  

9’  

9’ 
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New Three Panel Six Double-Sided Kiosk Display  

 

           Rich Robertson’s 
      Steel Construction Design  

     Blue Prints and Drawings 

              Front Facing Panel View 

 

Three Panel Six Double-Sided Kiosk Display 
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Three Side Panel Top Views 

Side Notes: 

Steel Frame 
1. Sign frame is welded 

construction and is welded to 
outside posts and bolted to 
single center post 

2. Sign adhered to sheet metal 
3. 4” angle rail protection 

 
Paint Finish 

1. Prime Coat first paint 
color. 

2. Finish Powder Coat two 
final coats 

3. Sign glued to sheet metal 
4. 4 - 18” deep holes filled 

with concrete posthole mix 
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Corner and Side Views 

Sign Dimensions 

Viewing Height 

Width  2 feet 

Length 3 feet  

 

Support Post and Frame 
Dimensions 

3 Support end posts 2 inch 

diameter 

1 Center Support post 3 inch 
diameter 

Top Angle Bar  4 inch  drip 
protection 
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Top and Side Panel Views 

 

Givens 

Sign display must meet the following conditions: 

1. Must be constructed to last 20 years 
2.  Constructed as a three sided kiosk 
3. Made of natural material that can easily 

be purchased locally 
4. Designed to have  safe edges  
5. Allows the  display to be viewed on the 

front side as well as the backside 
6. Must meet  County park and grant 

requirements 
7. Costs of the display signs must be 

reasonable 
8. Joining  points need to be considered 
9. Color of the display must match existing 

park colors 
10. No movable doors 
11. Easy access to accommodate signage 

updates 
12.  Must be Powder Coated 
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Side View of  

Hood Section 

Rain Cap  
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Visitor Traffic Flow 

Park Hikers, Bikers, and Horse Riders 

School Tour Groups  

Out Door Equipment Tour Groups  

Park Van Tour Groups  

Disable/ Senior Tour Groups 

 

New Restrooms  

South West Picnic Area  

Horse Staging Area  

Field Path to Out Door Display  

 

 

 

 

 



Mercury Interpretive Signage Hacienda Display Project 

 

26  20 November 2012 

 
 

   

             

          

          

          

    

           

            

            

           

   

           

             

           

     

           

      

        

     

           

     

          

           

       

       

        
 

Suggested Project Materials:  

       Sign materials : Steel 

                                 Est. cost $1100.00 
      

 1,100  

Display/mounting materials : In ground Powder Coated painted brown iron steel 

 

 
    Sign printing : Metal Est. cost $1000.00 

    
  1,000  

 
Powder Coating  

 
Est. Cost 550 

    
     550  

Project Budget:  

        Graphic designer  Nicholas McBrian  Est. Cost $900.00  

  
     900  

       Artist                
                                        
Est.Cost:$800.00  

     
     800  

 
Fabrication: Rich Robertson Black Iron Design  

                  
Est. Cost $990.00     990  

Installation (who?):  Rich Robertson and FOLAW Volunteers 

  
       -    

 
Est. cost: $Included in Fabrication quote 

    Yearly maintenance (who?):  FOLAW members and  park volunteers 

  

 

                    
Est. cost: > $50.00 

       

 
Reserve maintenance fund: SCWD Stewardship Grant 

   

 
Est. cost:  $1000.00  

      

 

Total cost of  Kiosk 
Display 

      

 
$2650.00  

 

Total cost of materials, labor, design graphics and printing  
   

 
 for a Three Double Sided Panel Kiosk Display including 6 signs 

  
  4,240  

 
Total Estimated Project Budget  $4500.00 
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Comparison  Vendors 
 
Kirby Built Signs                                                                                                            School Outfitters  
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Fred Fortune Design   

 

 



Mercury Interpretive Signage Hacienda Display Project 

 

30  20 November 2012 

  

 

 



 Mercury Interpretive Signage Hacienda Display Project 

 

20 November 2012  31       

 

  

Comparison Quotes 
Kirby  Custom Sign Gallery 
  3 Message Centers – Large Horizontal Message Centers 
  Double sided with two in ground post –Plastic 
  Additional installation fees not included  

$5,108.83 
School Outfitters  
   3 Sliding Door Double Sided Homasote Message Center 
  Plastic and recycled paper 

Additional installation fees not included 
$5,104.45 

Rich Robertson Black Iron Design  
  Black (Brown Paint) iron steel  display signs  
  3 doubled sided signs / installed  
  Custom designed to SCCP&R standards 
                           Powder Coated  

$2640.00 
Fred Fortune Design   
  Black (Brown Paint) iron steel 
                          Design – Wrong size 

Additional installation fees not included 

         $1500.00  
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FOLAW - Stewardship Grant 
Hacienda Sign Display Meeting 

Agenda 

1. Purpose of the meeting is to: 
a. Submit the final SVCWD Stewardship Grant- FOLAW Hacienda Mercury Sign Project – Planning 

Document 
b. Obtain a Staff Lead/Liaison signature 
c.  

 
2. Next Steps 
3. Calendar 
4. Action 

a. Include this  agreed Senior Park Ranger and Senior Park Maintenance sign displays recommendation in 
the  SCVWD Stewardship Grant – FOLAW Hacienda Mercury Signs Project – Planning Document 
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 [Type a quote from the document 

or the summary of an interesting 

point. You can position the text box 

anywhere in the document. Use the 

Text Box Tools tab to change the 

formatting of the pull quote text 

box.] 

 

Rich Robertson’s Welding Art Work 


